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B+LNZ Genetics Beef Progeny Test 
The Beef Progeny Test (BPT) compares bulls under New Zealand commercial farming conditions. The test was established in 2014 and involves mating about 2200 
cows and heifers on four large properties across New Zealand every year. Steers are assessed on their finishing performance and carcase traits, while replacement 
heifers are tracked for their maternal characteristics. In 2018 the Dairy Beef Progeny Test was incorporated to take the test to 300 commercial beef and dairy cow 
matings. 

A mix of both internationally-sourced and New Zealand semen has been used. The breeds include Angus, Hereford, Stabilizer, Simmental and Charolais. Some bulls 
are specifically included to provide genetic links to international programmes, where carcase data is being collected (e.g. the Australian Angus Sire Benchmark 
Programme, Hereford Progeny Test and Angus Sire Alliance). Over time, the test will: 

• Evaluate maternal performance and survival for different cow types in commercial conditions. 
• Generate potential new EBVs for cow performance – e.g. antral follicle count (measured in heifers to predict cow fertility); cow condition score; 
• and cow stayability. 
• Evaluate the relationship between maternal performance, finishing performance and carcase quality/market attributes. 
• Evaluate across breeds. 
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Understanding the sire report 
This listing provides an indication on how the sires are performing within the BPT, and can’t be directly compared against BREEDPLAN EBVs. For selection purposes 
it is strongly advised that BREEDPLAN EBVs and selection indexes be used primarily. They are the highest accuracy information to use in selection as they take into 
account all available industry data. Progeny test data will be made available for incorporating into BREEDPLAN EBVs, although current EBVs do not include the data. 
They also account for information from all known relatives and genetic correlations between traits as well as being able to be compared across cohorts and the breed 
population. 

Interpreting the Progeny Performance Listing 
N. Calves = Number of recorded progeny of both sexes by each sire. This excludes any progeny in single animal contemporary groups and largely excludes heifer 
progeny for abattoir carcass results- bar terminal sired heifers. 

Trait = The average performance of sires’ progeny. Sire’s averages are calculated after adjusting for herd, management group, age of dam and age of animal (based 
on estimated conception date). 

Rank = The ranking position of the sire within the cohort. The ranking order will depend on the trait. E.g. 200 Day Weight is ranked in descending order, while 
Conception Date is in ascending order. The length of the coloured bars are related to the ranking i.e. higher ranked sires will have longer bars. 

Trait Definitions 

Trait Unit Definition Ranking Order 

Weaning Weight  Kg's  Weight at weaning recorded on steer and heifer 
progeny  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more weight  

Yearling Weight  Kg’s Weight at 1 year recorded on steer and heifer 
progeny  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more weight  

18-month Weight  Kg’s Weight at 18 months recorded on steer and heifer 
progeny  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more weight  

Conception Date  Days Number of days from natural bull introduction to 
conception- at first joining as yearling heifers. 
Recorded using Ultrasound scanned foetal aging  

Sires are ranked in ascending order with lower 
values indicating fewer days to conception and 
improved female reproduction  
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Scan Eye Muscle Area (EMA)  Cm2 Area of Eye Muscle as captured at the 12th/13th rib 
site from ultrasound scanning both steer and heifer 
progeny at 18 months  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating larger eye muscle area  

Scan Rib Fat  mm Rib Fat captured at the 12th/13th rib site from 
ultrasound scanning both steer and heifer progeny at 
18 months of age  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more fat over the ribs  

Scan Rump Fat  mm Rump Fat captured at the P8 site from ultrasound 
scanning both steer and heifer progeny at 18 months 
of age  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more fat over the rump  

Scan Intramuscular Fat (IMF)  % Intramuscular Fat captured at the 12th/13th rib site 
from ultrasound scanning both steer and heifer 
progeny at 18 months of age  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more intramuscular fat  

Carcass Weight  Kg’s Weight of the hot carcass at slaughter recorded on 
steer progeny- and terminal sired heifers  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more carcass weight  

Rib Fat  mm Subcutaneous fat measurement at the 12th/13th rib 
site recorded by SFF Beef EQ Master Grader in the 
chiller on steer progeny- and terminal sired heifers  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more fat over the ribs  

Marbling  MSA  
Marble Score 

Marble score recorded by SFF Beef EQ master 
grader in the chiller on steer progeny- and terminal 
sired heifers  

Sires are ranked in descending order with higher 
values indicating more marbling in the carcass  

Ossification  Score Ossification score recorded by SFF Beef EQ master 
grader in the chiller on steer progeny- and terminal 
sired heifers  

Sires are ranked in ascending order with lower 
values indicating younger physiological maturity 
at slaughter  

 
 

Other traits 

Other traits were recorded but are not included in the sire report because; 
• The trait showed very little variation i.e. it is not under significant genetic control. These traits included pH, fat colour, meat colour. 
• There was not enough progeny recorded for the sire’s average to be useful e.g. maternal traits are not recorded on terminal sire’s progeny.
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B+LNZ Genetics Beef Progeny Test: summary of adjusted progeny averages (rank) across sires 
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B+LNZ Genetics Beef Progeny Test: summary of adjusted progeny averages (rank) across sires 
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B+LNZ Genetics Beef Progeny Test: summary of adjusted progeny averages (rank) across sires 
 

 


